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live music by LUKÁŠ PALÁN  photo credits: Vojtěch Brtnický


„ The two choreographers unmask the other face of power: shadowy, perturbing. A Cerberus-like beast with twin heads that, after dissimulating behind lionised grins, reveals itself in all its diabolical power. Lucid, surprising, disorienting.“ ABCdance, Italy

„ It is definitely a successful project of young choreographers and the audience will certainly be happy to be lured into this den of lions.“ Czech Dance News

The performance The Lion`s Den has been nominated for the Czech Dance Platform 2020, selected in the AerowavesTwenty21 as one of the top 20 european performances of 2021. It was invited to the Kenya International Theater Festival 2020, festival TANEC PRAHA 2020 and 2021, to New Baltic Dance Festival 2021 in Lithuania, festival Julidans in Amsterdam, Krakow Dance Festival, B.Motion festival in Bassano del Grappa and more. In 2021 the Lion`s Den is part of the European project for young audiances Shape It!.

premiere: 3.12. 2019, PONEC – dance venue, Prague

ABSTRACT
The Lion’s Den started as a performative research on media, political populism and their manipulative powers. Two performers are becoming the embodiment of physical and visual images inspired by the media space. In their unceasing duet, together with the audience, they fall into a symbolic lion’s den, opening an abyss of uncertainty.

In their piece, Sabina Bočková and Johana Pocková balance on the borders between entertainment and perversity. They travel from manipulating the audience to self-manipulation, oscillating between the roles of leaders and victims. With unusual lightness and an openness of meaning, they are passing through the known figures common as social/cultural references and doing so, space for interpretation, critical thinking and the audience’s own positioning is created. 

[image: Obsah obrázku interiér

Popis byl vytvořen automaticky]The Lion’s Den is an electrifying performance with strong emotional charge and high intensity. In combination with vivid live music, the created atmospheres are used and sometimes abused for powerful emotional pressure.
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INTENTION

The Lion’s Den started as a performative research on media, political populism and their manipulative powers. The first impulse for bringing these topics into our work, came up from a desire to deal with something seemingly less personal and more social. It was a desire to understand what it means to take a position of a medium and how it feels to live through a media mechanisms in a theatre situation. The main approach to the topic from the perspective of dance was the one of “what does the body do when it is manipulated” and “what does the body do when it manipulates”. The deepest layer of the performative work is therefore primarily based in the physical experience of manipulation between the performers themselves and between the performers and the audience with a strong emphasis on its emotional reach.
However, besides the physical work, the aim was also to plant the piece in our present social situation, so that it can reflect the experience with media space, which we all have. That was to be delivered to the audience through a subtle work with well-known social/cultural references coming from a research of gestures, body postures, facial expressions and physical behaviour used in media. An overall intention to create a situation of a constant pressure between the performers and the audience was also a navigation for simulating the media experience not only through the physicality but through emotionality too. The visual aspects and the music as a part and parcel of the world of media were brought to the process as a strong elements, which supports the pressure and the emotions and complete the atmospheres of spectacularity. 
[image: ]A piece has been created, which through its power and emotionality appeals the audience to a confrontation with their own attitude towards the topic. The Lion’s Den is therefore a space for a dialog between the piece and the audience where the possibility of reflection arises.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

credits
concept, choreography, performing: Sabina Bočková & Johana Pocková
music: Lukáš Palán
dramaturgy: Viktor Černický
lighting design: Eliška Kociánová

produced by: POCKETART collective
co-produced by: Tanec Praha z. ú., PONEC – dance venue
financially supported by: Ministry of Culture of The Czech Republic, State culture fund of The Czech Republic, Prague City Hall
 supported by: Studio Alta, Cooltour Ostrava, Palac Akropolis, Tantehorse z. s.

tour
duration: 40 minutes
people on stage: 3
people on tour: 4 - 2 performers/musician/light designer
set up: day of the show
stage dimensions: w/d/h - 8/8/6

video
full length: https://vimeo.com/456323917/22012e45f9?share=copy
trailer: https://vimeo.com/716482528, https://vimeo.com/716741151

photos
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1S6evDwAVYriuUadsFrjtL2cdUMuJdhg3?usp=share_link

tech rider
STAGE
required from the venue:
- minimal stage size – 8m width x 8m depth
- distance of truss to stage is 6 m - flying bars or truss system must be empty - black horizont
- whole stage covered by white marley 

LIGHTING
required from the venue:
- 15x PC 1000W with barndoors and frames - 2x Asymmetrical Flood 1000W
- 5x PC 2000W with barndoors and frames -10x PAR 1000W CP62
- 6x profile 750W 36°
- 1x dimmable fan
- 1x hazer 
- 24x Dimming circuits 2500W
- DMX cable for lighting operator 

SOUND – musician is on stage with performers
required from the venue:
- PA system matching venue size including subwoofer, 4 monitors hanging from the ceiling or statives (performers must hear the sound on the stage) - 6 channel mixer with line inputs (for jacks) and MUTE buttons on every channel
- 1x mic (prefer sm58 with switch)
- 1x table 100x50 + chair + table lamp
- 1 monitor for musician if possible 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SRjMXgTQrGLs3cMGA6rZ8s0DKseUFaHN/view
[image: ]
photo credits: Vojtěch Brtnický

light plot
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcfAQ1E8I00Gmkd168IN-7eP1IVd5rjY/view?usp=sharing

[image: ]

 REVIEWS

"...At the end, when they stand one behind the other and regularly repeat the gestures and facial expressions developed at the beginning, only the sound, the singing, the voice remains. A streak of light and sound. Image. Everything becomes calm and quiet. This is what we've been waiting for, and it moves us. After almost 40 minutes, we want to breathe. The gestures of politicians and TV personalities are reproduced and exaggerated, played back, danced to music, wordless, on a loop, even "noisier". Without context and voice, they seem ridiculous and silly, unnecessary. The performers create a space of division and manipulation, while at the same time making themselves vulnerable to outside influences, not only from the musician but also from the audience. We recognize the world we are invited into and enter a world of selected gestures. The uncertainty (what's next?) combined with the ironic and sarcastic tone of the performance perhaps allows us to take a critical look at the manipulation that exists in the media and the known political world.“
https://nck.krakow.pl/kcc/blog/afirmacja-i-apele-relacja-hanny-raszewskiej-kursy-z-2-edycji-krakowskiego-festiwalu-tanca/

"...while The Lion's Den by the POCKETART collective shows how dangerously easy it is to succumb to the manipulation of professional liars, especially those who are empowered by the media. The performance resonated very strongly in the context of the current political reality, which demands that ethical attitudes be refined and that we address issues that are bigger than many people are willing to accept..." 
https://didaskalia.pl/pl/artykul/trwaj-w-ruchu-badz.

„Fierceness in their bodies and in their faces is in a contrast with their perfectly ironed costumes of perfectly styled figures from an advert for new entertainment show or a bank loan. It is in December that this performance evokes also associations for an advertising industry, which in these days shows so many pre-Christmas offers subliminally saying: “Buy now, pay later”. “ Lucie Kocourková, https://www.tanecniaktuality.cz/recenze/jama-lvova-ciha-v-ponci

“In the moment, when their arms are mutually interweaving around their heads it evokes an impression of puppets being controlled by someone else from behind. It forces them to kiss, it drags them through space. A strong moments, which give shivers. That is when performers are taking upon themselves the roles of being manipulated. Expressive, suggestive…a fall into a Lion’s Den.” https://www.tanecniaktuality.cz/recenze/emergency-dances-i-v-zajeti-medii-moci-a-bezmoci “Johana Pocková and Sabina Bocková decided to expose their bodies as an examples of defencelessness. In symbiosis with live music of Lukas Palán, light design of Eliska Kociánová and under the dramaturgical eye of Viktor Cernický, they created an ecstatic outcry of an unfree individual, who allowed her own perspective to be taken away.” Kristyna Bohacová
 https://www.divadelni-noviny.cz/slovo-v-pohybu-no-7
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ABOUT POCKETART COLLECTIVE

POCKETART collective is an internationally acclaimed team of creators working in the field of contemporary dance and physical theater under the direction of choreographers Sabina Bočková and Johana Pocková. As part of its projects, the team brings together artists from the fields of dance, music, scenography, fine arts, and light design. Their work has toured internationally in Europe, Africa and South America, their pieces have been part of Aerowaves Twenty21 and Twenty22 and presented at various festivals including Tanzmesse 2022. With their works they are part of European projects such as Shape it! and Big Pulse Dance Alliance.

The work of the team is characterized by tackling topics that go beyond the personal experience of the individual and touch upon societal issues such as manipulation through media, global environmental threats, stress in a competitive environment, or the position of an individual in the corporate work system. The creators try to approach these topics comprehensively through detailed work with all theatrical components. For each of their works, they always look for a new stylization of physical expression unique to the topic at hand, creating dance images from specific body references. Through their distinctive poetics, visual purity and strong original music, the performances aim to give birth to a spiritual experience, compelling the audience to reflect on our society.

In 2018, the team introduced their first performance, Warehouses Full of Emotions, inspired by intergenerational views of femininity and the authentic memories of an old lady. Under the choreographic direction of Johana Pocková, four dancers collaborated on this work, as well as Pockova’s 89-year-old grandmother and an 8-year-old girl. This performance was later transformed into the dance film Folds of Touch. In 2019, POCKETART introduced Onto the Scale! - Johana Pocková’s duet with the central theme of stress in a competitive environment. 
 
In 2019, having previously collaborated on several projects, Sabina Bočková and Johana Pocková created The Lion's Den, a duet pondering the themes of media manipulation and political populism. This work was selected for the Czech Dance Platform 2020, included in Top 20 of the choreographic platform AerowavesTwenty21, and the duet was performed at the festivals TANEC PRAHA 2020 and 2021, Kenya International Theater Festival (KEN), New Baltic Dance Festival (LT), B.motion (IT), Danca Im Transito (BR), Krakow Dance Festival (PL), Malá Inventura, Flora festival in Olomouc and many more.

In the following years, the performance Lion's Den was transformed into two other projects. One of them is the outdoor performance The Lion`s Den UNLIMITED, which involves groups of professional and non-professional dancers, who together create and subsequently perform choreography based on the original duet. This project was part of the festival TANEC PRAHA 2021 and 2022, Dni Tanca (SK) and others and was shortlisted for the European platform Big Pulse Dance Alliance. The Lion's Den was also included in the project Shape It! which gives artists an opportunity to collaborate with children and adapt their work for young audiences. The partners of Shape It! are The Place London, Comune di Bassano del Grappa, Tanec Praha, and Annantalo.
 
In 2020, the team premiered Treatment of Remembering, a performance created by Sabina Bočková, Johana Pocková, and Inga Zotova-Mikshina. It touches upon the topics of the global threat to the environment and the disappearance of nature from our world. This piece won the International Jury Prize and the Audience Award at Czech Dance Platform 2021, as well as being included in AerowavesTwenty22. In 2021 POCKETART produced To the Madonna with Rust, a solo performance by Johana Pocková, which was nominated for Czech Dance Platform 2022 and TANEC PRAHA festival 2022. In 2022 POCKETART introduced a new performance Bodies Together, a collective creation of 7 performers under direction of slovak choreographer Jaro Viňarský and dramaturg Lucia Kašiarová, which deals with the impact of corporation structures on our lives.

In 2024 Sabina Bočková and Johana Pocková premiered their newest creation Fairy Tales for 8 female dancers and 2 musicians exploring the topics of womenhood and female fantasies which is an Upscaling coproduction of Big Pulse Dance Alliance.
 
The creative team is financially supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, State Cultural Fund and Prague 3 City District. POCKETART’s performances are regularly performed on Prague stages such as PONEC – the dance venue, Venuše ve Švehlovce, Studio ALTA, as well as in various venues and festivals around the Czech Republic and abroad.

Sabina Bočková (*1995) is a choreographer and dancer based in Brno (Czech Republic). She studied classical and modern dance and after dancing in ballet companies for three years she shifted her viewpoint on dance and decided to work as a freelance artist. Since 2019 she creates her own authorial works in POCKETART collective. In 2019, together with Johana Pocková she created a duet The Lion’s Den, which has been nominated at the 26th edition of the Czech Dance Platform and has been selected in the AerowavesTwenty21. This work was inspired by mass media and political populism. The same year she created another duet in collaboration with Slovak performer Tomas Janypka songlines: expedition 97/18, a piece which delves into the loss of a close one. In 2020 together with Johana Pockova and Inga Zotova-Mikshina she created another full evening piece Treatment of Remembering, which tackles the topic of environmental pollution. Treatment of Remembering won the International Jury Award and the Audience Award at the 27th edition of the Czech Dance Platform and it was selected for the AerowavesTwenty22. With the duet The Lion's Den she took part in the European project for young audience Shape It!. In 2022 together with Jazmína Piktorová, she created a duet Microworlds selected for AerowavesTwenty24. In 2024 together with Johana Pocková she premiered a piece for 8 dancers and 2 musicians Fairy Tales, which is an Upscalling coproduction of Big Pulse Dance Alliance. Alongside her own work she has collaborated as a performer with the Tantehorse company, the company tYhle and choreographer Marie Gourdain and most recently with Cirk La Putyka.
Fascinated by simple and obvious body language, she transforms movement through choreographic structures while at the same time addressing topics and themes that echo social and cultural issues.




CONTACT

BOOKING			Sabina Bočková / sabina@pocketart.cz
WEB				www.pocketart.cz 
IG				@pocketart50		
FB 				@pocketart50
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